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Livingston County Genealogical Society
PO Box 1073, Howell, MI, 48844-1073
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~miIcgs/

501 C 3 Organization
Member organization of the

Michigan Genealogical Council
***********************************

ELECTED OFFICERS
President Guenter Loepertz
Vice-president George Winegar
Secretary Phyllis Rennells
Treasurer Mary Northrop

---Corresponding Seer ..Margaret Bowland
Member at Large Barbara Wright
Voting members of the executive board
***********************************
DELEGATES and ALTERNATES to the
MICmGAN GENEALOGICAL
COUNCIL
*DELEGATE. .......•. Margaret Bowland
DELEGATE. Phyllis Rennells
=PAST PRESIDENT Barbara Allison
*Ex-officio Member of the Executive
Board
***********************************
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
Ancestor Charts ..•.•.................... Open
Archives ......................•........•... Open
Beginners Class ......••••................ Open
Membership ...............•. Mary Northrop
Newsletter Editor Guenter Loepertz
Newsletter Indexing ................•.... Open
Pioneer Certificates Open
Communications Margaret Bowland
Program •.................... George Winegar
Publicity Margaret Bowland
Queries Phyllis Rennells
Research ..........•...•....•. Phyllis Rennells
Sales .....•.•........ George & Lois Winegar
Special Services ....................•..... Open
Publishing George & Lois Winegar
Webmaster Open
Refreshments Barbara Wright
***********************************
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MEMBERSHIP - Anyone interested in
genealogy may become a member of the
Livingston County Genealogical Society.
To Join, use the membership form in the
newsletter, website, or secured at the
meeting to submit your dues and
membership information. New Members
will receive a Membership Packet.
***********************************
MEETINGS - Meetings are held on the
first Thursday of every month, except
when conflicting with a holiday. The
business meeting shall begin at 7pm, a
break for refreshments prior to the
scheduled program for the evening.
***********************************
QUERIES - Queries are accepted and
published from members and non-
members. A query needs to have a
connection to Livingston County, may be
E-mailed but must include a postal
address. Donations to support the
research for the query, the society
projects and volunteers are encouraged.
Query address is
Query Chairperson, LCGS Newsletter
PO Box 1073, Howell, MI, 48844-1073
or email to-milcgs@hotmail.com.
***********************************
The Livingston County Genealogical
Society Newsletter is published quarterly
in June, September, December, and
March. Articles for publication are due
by the first day of the month prior to
scheduled publication month. The LCGS,
the Newsletter editor, and the staff do not
assume responsibility for error of fact or
judgment on the part of the contributors,
but established errors will be corrected at
the earliest opportunity.
***********************************
The drawing of the Livingston County
Court House used in the LCGS logo was
done by Mr Edward B Francis and is
used with permission of Mr Francis and
the Livingston County Historical
Committee.
***********************************
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President's Message

I trust, everyone came into 2013 with new desire to chase those
elusive ancestors to the ends of creation, well sort of.

Those brick walls are now in our thoughts to bring them down and
conquer the mystery of grandma's origin. Certainly there will be

more brick walls, as you go back in time, to overcome, so think of
yourself as being Avis, you have to try harder. I smile comes to my
face with the mention of the Avis reference, because that comment

to the I-phone generation is totally lost.
As we move ahead this year, we as a genealogical society are faced

with challenges. One such challenge is the newsletter. The
publishing of the newsletter has been stable over the past nine

years at about $.85/copy. Increases have been in the mailing from
under $.50 to now $.67. We had decided already to include

advertisements on page 19 in the form of business card insertions
at a price of about $25-$30 per year (volume) to help pay for the

cost of delivery. Or, it has been suggested that we deliver the
newsletter via E-mail, for you to download what you are interested

in and you make your own folders. The savings in doing the
newsletter via E-mail are obvious. No printing or mailing costs,

and that includes the cost of mailing envelopes. The total savings
by E-mail would be around $600-$700 per year, or about 40-45

membership dues. On the next page I am including a questionnaire
for you to return to the society regarding the newsletter issue. We

wish to go with the majority of the membership. Thank you in
advance to help us come to a decision you expect for us.

Guenter Loepertz
President
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Newsletter Questionnaire

The purpose if this questionnaire is to determine whether you wish
to receive the Society Newsletter by mail or by E-mail.

We also wish to make sure we have your correct mailing and E-
mail address, to update our mailing records.

NA11E _

ADDRESS ----------------------------------------

E-MAILADDRESS _

Preference of receiving the newsletter

BY MAIL---------------- BYE-MAIL -------------

YOURCONmJENTS _

Thank you.

Please return the questionnaire to:
LCGS

PO Box 1073
Howell, MI, 48844-1073

or E-mail to
milcgs@hotmail.com
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March 2013 QUERIES

CHURCHILL/CRAIG/WOOD
Searching for information on Eliza WOOD CRAIG b. ca 1857 in Brighton,
Livingston County to Silas and Arminda WOOD. She appears on the 1860
census with 2 brothers and 2 sisters. She m. David CRAIG in 1876 in
Fowlerville at the home of Caleb POWERS.Eliza was not found on the 1900
census.
Would appreciate any help. Doris Patrick at txpat@msn.com

WADDELL//McNALLY Searching Samuel WADDELLb. 1784 PAd. 30 May
1836/37 in Howell, Livingston, MI. He m. Mary W. McNally in Seneca County,
NY.They had 7 children: Anna, Mary, Matilda, Margaret, Andrew (died in
MI), William and Isabella.
Peggy Brann, 8 Country Club Rd.
Mills River, NC28759 or mab70@morrisbb.net

IVPhyl

.People continuet6valtteH()w~narea's.·history
On behalf of the Howell Area Volunte.~rswork tirelessly 'assist- ple who care about the continued

Archives, I would like to thank the ing researchersin,.their quest. to . preservation of our area's history,
Howell High School Class of 1977 Iocatetl1~lllif;!lingpieceof theil;"fam~ photographs and genealogy.
alumni for their amazing generosity ilrhistorypuzzle,tl1~perfecthistori- Again,wethankyou for your gen-

. and support. cal ..ph~tographto· .<iCpentanoffice erous donation. ..
Aswe celebrateour 35thanniversary, wall,theohitilal:'y(>fa'lovedoneor the

your acknowledgmentofourworkis not .history of theirhpme: .
onlya gift to us but a gift to the commuc . . . As the laf)tofthe original .organiz-

. nity and for generationsto come. ' ers, I am reassured that there.arepeo-

Duane Zemper
HOWELL AREA ARCHIVES,

HOWELL CARNEGIE DISTRICTLIEiRARY
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Livingston Republican
Wednesday September 27 1905

Holmes Family Reunion

A Week of Gayety and Serious

Reflection, Robt. Holmes Family
The family of the late Robert Holmes

of the village of Howell, Mich., to the

number of nine brothers and sisters,

all of whom are living and quite wide-

ly scattered, some years ago adopted

the plan of holding a family reunion

every two years. Two previsious

reunions have been held but at neither

of these were the whole number pre-

sent. This year special effort was

made to secure a place and a date

to suit all the members of the family in

order that the number might not be

broken. After much deliberation the

urgent invitation of Mr. & Mrs. Sam'l

R. Holmes, of Conway township, was

accepted and the week of Sept. 11th

was chosen for reunion week. All

the members of the family having arr-

ived, Wednesday, Sept. 13th, was

selected as the special reunion day.

To say this was indeed a happy day

is putting it very mildly. In addition to

the members of the immediate families

Mr. & Mrs. Freeman Atherton, of

Gaines, Mich., uncle and aunt of the

family, J. W. Jorrie and son, cousins

and Mr. & Mrs. Amos Winegar, of

Howell, their daughter and granddau-

ghter, swelled the number that partook

of the bountiful dinner to 35 people.

The aftemoon was spent in much

pleasant conversation and music. A

splendid oration. given by Warren

Holmes was much enjoyed, also the

report of the last reunion held at Craig,

Mo., which had been able prepared

by Mrs. M. S. Gray, eldest daughter

of Mrs. Hunter. A special and very

amusing feature of the afternoon was
the letter from Mrs. M. A. Thomas,

of New Hudson, aunt of the family.

The letter was in prophetic style and

portrayed the future of each member

of the family in a very unique & pleas-

ing manner. A picture of the family,

HOLMES
(Family Reunion)

also one of the entire group was taken

by the Fowlerville artist, Mr. Jensen.

In the evening the Conway Comet
band, of which Warren Holmes,

Sam's oldest son, is a prominent

member, furnished delightful music.

The following day the family of nine

was dined at the pleasant home of

Mr. & Mrs. Wakefield in Fowlerville,

where an excellent opportunity was

given for a heart to heart visit enjoyed

byall.

On Saturday the family picniced at

the old home farm in Howell township

four and one-half miles north of How-

ell. While there was much laughter &

fun at this time, there was also much

quiet meditation and many incidents of

childhood life was recalled. The log

house in which many of the family

were born, and in which some were

married, is till there, the beautiful will-

ow tree which all remember when

planted, shades the front yard and

the fence and gate which were there

twenty years ago, still remain. The

orchard in which the older members

of the family claimed their individual

tree, as children sometimes do, is still

bearing fruit, and how well the flavor

of the apples was remembered and

helped to recall the happy days spent

so many years ago in the old log house

home.

From here the family wended its way

to the home of Mr. & Mrs. J. A. Rum-

sey, where a house party was given,

beginning with a six o'clock dinner.

Good things to eat were in evidence

on every hand and the evening was

spent in gay hilarity, full of amuse-

ment for the old and young alike. From

here the family began to separate &

return to their homes.
Much credit is due to S. R. Holmes

and wife for their excellent manage-

ment and the thoroughly good time en-

joyed every minute of reunion week.

The next meeting will be held at the
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home of R. F. Holmes, of Cottonwood

Falls, Kans., two years hence.

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Holmes, par-

ents of the "Holmes Family", came

from England and settled in Michigan

53 years ago, enduring the trials and

hardships of early pioneer life in Mich-

igan. By economy, industry and good

judgement they accumulated a suff-

ifiency for old age, and reared a large

family, all of whom received good

schooling and many advantages

commonly denied the average family

in the early days.
The members are: Mrs. T. M. Hunt-

er, Craig, Mo.; Mrs. Robt, Wakefield

Fowlerville, Mich.; Mrs. W. G. Hait,

Bartlesville, L. T.; Mrs. O. H. Winegar

Emporia, Kans.; E. F. Holmes, Wich-

ita, Kans.; R. F. Holmes, Cottonwood

Falls, Kans.; S. R. Holmes, Oceola;

Mrs. J. A. Rumsey, of Livingston

county, Mich.; and Mrs. W. H. Peters

Abingdon, III.

Livingston Republican
Wednesday September 29 1909

KIRK
Civil War Veteran

Prisoner of War Andersonville Prison

NEWTON T. KIRK

Died in Los Angeles California

September 19,1909

Newton T. Kirk died very suddenly

at his home in Los Angeles, Califomia

Sunday September 19, where he and
Mrs. Kirk have lived for the past

seven years.
Mr. Kirk was bom in Greenwich,

Conn. April 15, 1836 and came to

Livingston county when very young

with his parents. He attended school

where he became interested in intell-

ectual things and decided in 1856 to

attend Albion College.
At the opening of the civil war Mr.

Kirk enlisted in Company E. 26th

Michigan Volunteer Infantry and ser-

ved until the close of the war. He was

advanced in rank to captain. In the

battle of spotsylvania he was wound-

ed and taken prisoner and held in

Andersonville prison for six months.

Mr. Kirk was elected supervisor of

his township and served severl years.

He was elected County Clerk serving

the people six years.
He was married to Miss Mary Wol-

cott in September 1868. To them were

bom two children, Lillian (Mrs. E. A.

Annstrong of Albion) and June

(Mrs. W. L. Barth of Chicago).

He was a member of the Methodist

Episcopal church and always an act-

iveworker.

In 1890 Mr. Kirk moved his family

to Albion where they resided until

seven years ago, when they went to

Califomia. Mr. Kirk was a represent-

ative citizen and substantial man, a

man who was always found where

he was expected to be.

RaBBiT
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Livingston Republican
Wednesday June 2,1909

Miss Florence Lince
Miss Florence Lince, aged 18

years committed suicide Tuesday

evening at the home of her sister.
Mrs. Lyle Parker in Tyrone town-

ship, by taking a large portion of

Strychnine.
Miss Lince had been suffering

from chronic appendicitis for some

time and it is surmised that she be-

came despondent over her case and
deliberately planned to do away with
herself.

She was ill last Sunday and the fam-

Livingston Republican
Wednesday June 9,1909

A Happy Reunion
At the pleasant home of Mr. & Mrs.

Walter House of losco, May 3d occ-

urred the happy reunion of the Gea-
han brothers and sisters, Robert

Geahan of Fowlerville, C. Geahan

of Chicago, A. L Schofield of Mer-
ced, Cal., and Mrs. Walter House
of losco and their families; also Miss

Kate Elliott of Gaylord, Mrs. Anna

Belle Elliott and daughter, Vance,
of Fowlerville and Mrs. Amanda

Laible of losco.

In the fall of 1872 M. Gehan, then

in very poor health, brought Annie
aged seven, and Robert, aged five,

to the home of his sister, Mrs. John

Elliott of losco. In the spring of 1874

M. Geahan died. Mr. Elliofs people

cared for the children as if they had
been their own until they were old
enough to care for themselves. Char-
ley, aged three, was left in Detroit
with Mr. & Mrs. C. Ding, but was

LINCE
(Suicide)

ily consulted with a physician but her

case was not thought to be serious.

Monday and Tuesday she was about

the house. Tuesday evening while
Mrs. Parker was in the yard she.

heard strange noises in the house

and upon entering saw her sister was
suffering. She immediately called her
husband and Dr. Jefferson Gould

was called but the young girl died
from convulsions before he arrived.

The remains were taken to Yale for
burial.

GEAHAN
(Family Reunion)

afterwards taken by a cousin, Geo-
rge Laible of Atlas. At present Char-
ley is an electrician in Chicago. John-

nie still younger died in Detroit in 1874.

Ferdinand, aged 10 months, was

adopted by A. H. Schofield of Det-

roit and his name was changed to
Arthur L Schofield. In 1876 Mr.

Schofield moved his family to South

Lyon and in 1886 to Merced, Cat,
Arthur is a partner with his father in

the manufacture of carriages and

wagons.

The brothers and sisters here knew

they had a brother, but had no know-
ledge of his whereabouts. Not until
last January did Arthur even dream

that he had kith or kin any where. A
cousin, Miss Kate Elliott, had traced

him out and wrote to him, letters were

exchanged and also photos until he

was convinced it was true. So this

happy May reunion was brought
about by Cousin Kate's untiring efforts.
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TyroneTwp
Located in northeast Livingston County

The Wolverton family, having migrated from New York State in
1837, first settled in Fenton, but then moved to Tyrone, The impact
they had on the people of Tyrone have been noted in several books

of history of that area and Livingston County.
Here are the biographies of Jonathan and Sylvanus Wolverton and

then the impact of Wolverton School

:-'. Jonathan Wolverton
Written in 1880History of Livingston County

~.

Jonathan L. Wolverton was for many years one of the
prominent men of the town. He came in the spring of 1837,from
the town of Tyrone, Schuyler Co., N.Y. and settled on the.south
east quarter of section 7, where he built a house a few rods west
of the section corner. For many years the corners and school
house located there bore his name, and it is not now by any
means obsolete. In politics he was a Democrat, and this
agreeing with the sentiment of the majority in the town he was
frequently called to official positions. He was one of the. first
justices of the peace, and held the office for a period of nine'

years, being re-elected in 1839and in 1843. He was also overseer
of the poor for a number of years. About fourteen years ago he
sold his farm and moved to Fenton. Five or six years later,
having unfortunately lost his property, he went to Ingham
County where he is now living with his son Lewis. Two of his
sons ~Sylvanus and Andrew J. - are still residents of Tyrone.

Thetax roll of 1844shows:
Isaac Wolverton - Section 7 -71 acres
J . L. Wolverton -Section 7- 157acres

Jonathan Wolverton Family
By Ida Cranston Wolverton

Written in 1976

Sylvanus Wolverton, son of Jonathan, was married twice,
having one son, Frank, by his first wife and two children by his
second wife, Benjamin and Goldia. Frank, Benjamin and
Goldia are deceased.. Benjamin never married and Goldia had
no children. Frank had three, Lewis, Harry and Bessie. An-
drew J. or Jack had two children, William a~d John.

Amos Wolverton, born in New York state, son of Isaac
Wolverton had two sisters, Susan and Lydia Ann.

Amos had seven children; Rosa, Ella, Fred, Tint, Charles,
Bert and Nettie. Rosa married Charles Canfield and they had
one daughter, Etta. Ella married Ira Love, having two children
Ida C. and Anna. Tint married Anse Fellows and had no
children. Charles married Cora Moore and had two children
Roy and Blanche. Bert married Alta Moore and they had three
children; Everett, Elizabeth and Alberta. Everett and Alberta

. are residing-in Tyrone. Nettie married John Mattison, had four
ch~ldren; Gladys, Marie, Dora and James. Fred had six
children: Amos, James, Harry, May, George and Gertrude.

"

George still resides in Tyrone. All, except Gertrude and George
are deceased.

George, Everett, Alberta (Wolverton) La Pointe and her two
children, Atta and Ella May live on Hartland Road, Velma
(Wolverton) Butts and her son Steven reside on White Lake
Road, Mary Bailey and her three children on Germany Road,
and Ella Angus of Bennett Lake Road are the members of the
Wolverton family who reside in Tyrone Township.

The Wolvertons have held a family reunion since 1907and still
meet every year.

Amos Wolverton had the first threshing rig in the township.
The first engine he had was horse drawn and steered by the
horses. The second one was able to pull itself and was a wood
burner to make steam to run the grain separator.

Amos' wife, Elizabeth, died from injuries sustained when
runaway horses threw her from a buggy. Their home was a log
house, and that as well as Fred's home were on what is now
Foley Road. They were torn down many years ago.

32
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The Three R's Were Taught at Wolverton School
BY JOHN A. COX

"Wolverton school, also known as the
Jackson and Farnham school in District
No.2, l1es in the west part of the town-
ship of Tyrone and embraces section 6,
8, 17, 18 and part of sections 9, 16 and
20. Its schoolhouse is a neat wooden
structure, known far and wide as the
"Wolverton School House", located on
the south east corner of Section 7. It
is capable of seating 60 scholars and
it is valued at $900.

"The first schoolhouse in this district
was but lt in November, 1839. The resi-
dents worked out their tax. The material
was purchased with the money obtained
from non-resident tax payers. It remain-
ed in use until the present one was built
on the sa me site about 1866.'

This quotation is from the aHistory of
Li vtngston County' by Everts & Abbott,
-1880.

I attended school there for several
years in the early 1890's. I remember
well the following teachers who taught
there during this period narne ly-c-Mag-

.g ie Farnham, Delbert Farnham, Howard
Jones, William Dooley, George Eaton,
Theodore Rogers, Katie Cronin, and

Ella Carr, all of whom were dedicated
instructors. .. ~ ..

IN GOING THROUGH my files re-
csnttv, I found the following petition sent

,
to the Directors of Tyrone School dis-
trict #2. It reads:
Tyrone School District #2, Oct. 20, 1891

"We the legal voters of District #2 of
the township of Tyrone, County of Li-
vingston, petition the district board to
purchase the necessary patent seats
to reseat the school house to pur-
chase flooring, and put in a new floor,
repair the outhouse, provide new black-
boards, dictionary and other necessities
for the school and to pay for the same
in interest bearing notes due in one
year from January' 1, 1892 Signed--
J.S. Morton Jed Predmore
John Trollman Frank Dais
Pierce Slicker Morris Sumner
Wm. H. Callaghan Mrs. Pitts
John H. Cox John Hogan
Hiram Farnham Elisha Clough
Thomas Cox Isaac Morton
Philo Street
Henry B. Street

TO GRANT all of these requests must
have cost the tax payers of the district
at least a full $500. However the re-
quests/ were granted and new desks,
new dictionary and necessary repairs
made. We moved from the district be-
fore the "renewal program" was car-
ried out and I don't recall ever occu-
pying the new patented seats.

The big hand carved, cork pine desks
and the long cast iron wood burning stove
in the center of the school room bring
back pleasant memories of my first
school days.

As far as I know, no student from this
seat of learning ever became a governor
of a state, famous congressman or
president of a big bank, but it did turn
out hundreds of fine law-abiding, honest
citizens that helped to make this nation
the finest nation in all the world. Some-
times I wonder just when and where we
"got off the main track" and where our
present leaders are taking us.

This old schoolhouse has been re-
modelled and is now the home of Mr.
and Mrs. A. L. Barr, 8519 East Hogan
rd., corner of Linden and Hogan Rds.
where they have one of the finest iris
gardens in this part of the state.

Jackson School in 1937



~"",,,,",,,.- ..
l -11-
!

DISTRICT NO.3 was a.fractional school, part of the district
being in Fenton. This was a well built frame building costing
about $1,100.It was located on Bennett Lake Road and known as
the "Hillman School", named from the farm on which it stood.
There were actually very few from Tyrone to attend Hillman
School. Our earliest records from this district, 1889, show
students attending from Tyrone, Fenton, Deerfield and
Argentine. It is now occupied by Reverend Linus Reed and
family.

DISTRICT NO. 4 is located in the southwest corner of the
township, the school located just south of Dean Road. Our
earliest Annual Reports of School Districts of 1851and 1852show
this to be a brick building. The Livingston County History book
says, "It's school-house is an exceedingly pretty brick building,
just completed in the fall of 1879at a cost of about $1,000." The
school house that stands today is a frame structure, with an
emblem embedded in the cement of the basement floor that
reads 1879.Very confusing at first. We have gone through all of
our records trying to piece together the actual facts. There is a
15X 15foot foundation in front of the frame school house which
is today the home of Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Turner. We can assume,
because of the size of its foundation that this was the first
District 4 school, and instead of the usual log construction, it was
indeed built of brick as our records show. Because the original
school was so small, the larger brick school was built in 1879to
accommodate the increasing number of students. The Annual
Report of 1874 shows 48 students quite a few for a 15 X 15 foot
school-house. Jim Murphy remembers going to the new brick
school, his father Frank Murphy was Director of the District
School in 1910 and 1911. His sister Mary, and brother Russell
both taught school there. Joe Lyons started school in the red
brick school and remembers the foundation of the original
school. The frame school was built in 1918and Joe remembers it
was the most modern school around; it was the first to have
indoor chemical toilets! Water still had to be carried in from the
well. The 1924Annual Report shows that C. P. Lyons served as
School Moderator that year. When the brick school was torn
down, the emblem with the year 1879was probably removed and
placed in the new frame school house to be preserved.

DISTRICT NO. 5 was a long, narrow district, the school
located at the corner of Faussett Road and old U.S. 23, in section ,
29. This wa~ known as the "Co:nell School", the first "Cornell I:.'m!

. School" being located on section 28 on the Joseph M. Becker !l'
property and being the first school-house in the township. The r~
school was a wooden building that could hold 40 pupils, and was ~.
valued at $425in 1879.This building was torn down several years !k"f,'f'
ago and nothing remains to indicate a building stood there. One
hundred years ago, there were 27 children who attended school
for six months. The teacher's salary for those six months was
$72.

DISTRICT NO.6 was a fractional school, with some students
attending from Hartland, It was located on the Gardner
property in section 33 and always .known as the "Gardner
school". The earliest records we found were hand written before
the printed forms were put out. These were in 1862 and 1863,
listing the "scholars" attending and signed by Austin Wakeman,
Moderator. In the Annual Report of 1908, it shows Francis
Conklin teaching for 2 months, Bertha Hoffman and
Hazel Hoffman each teaching for three months. There were
25 pupils and familiar names were Robinson (four of them),
Barnes, Townley, Salmon and Marvin. The former school is now
occupied by the Halbritter family.

l ,',d-' Mt!·'Wts,,* ~

Cornell School in 1910. Teacher is May Dexter.
Back row: George Kirshman, Ruebin Dormire,
Clare Kirshman, Hilton Dexter. 2nd row: Katy
Runyan, Phyllis Preston, Gladys Sturgess, Anna
Runyan. Front tow: Lucy Sturgess, Ruth Becker,
Lena Becker.

Cornell School-pictured are Cornell Dexter and
his mother with friends

Inside the Cornell School
Back row: George Kirshman, Hilton Dexter,

Clare Kirshman, Anna Runyan. ~nd row: Ruth
Becker, Katherine Runyan, Phyllis Preston, Lena
Wakeman. Front row: Morean_ Milrlrtu;



The Annual report of School District NO.6 fractional of Tyrone
and Hartland for the year 1878gives the following information.
Number of children in the district between the ages of 5 and 20
years, 26. Number of days school during the year by qualified
teachers, 160. Value of school property, $700. Name of each
qualified teacher, R. D. Lemen and Addie Waite. Number of
months taught by each teacher, 4. Total of wages paid and due
each teacher for the year. R. D. Lemen, $100,Addie Waite, $40.
The following books were used; National Reading, Sanders
Spelling, Spencerian Writing, Robinsons & Stoddard Arithmetic,
McNallys Geography, Bullions & Clarks Grammar, Davies
Elementary Algebra, Brant & Strattons Book-keeping.
The following pupils attended Gardner School in the year 1878:
NAME AGE
Ella S. Cornell 17
Rosa-A.Cornell 9
Larman Cornell 6
AmiloGardner 15
AddieGardner 10
Mayble E. Gardner 11
Arthur W. Hale 16
Henry F_Hale 13
Otis G. Hibbard 13
Jay B. Hale 7
Lewis Hale 5
Floyd Kinsman 15
Eddie W.Marvin 13
Mittie Marvin 10
Maude Marvin 9
John R. Marvin 7
Bertie Wakeman 10
WillieWakeman 9
Carrie Wakeman 5
George Voorhees 11

From Hartland:
ThomasR. Jones 19
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Clara Jones
Mary E. Jones
Susie O.Jones
Mayble A. Jones
Paul Nelson Jones

17
14
12
7
5

DISTRICT NO.7. was the central district of the township. It
was a frame building, valued at $500,and was said to be able to
accommodate 100 pupils. It has always been known as the
"Cranston School" named for the several Cranston families who
Iived nearby. The school stands on Hartland Road near Center
Road, and in the immediate vicinity of the Tyrone Community
Presbyterian Church and the original site of the Tyrone
Township Hall. It is now occupied by the Stanley Wasachlo
family.

DISTRICT NO.8 is located on Denton Hill Road just north of
White Lake Road. It was formed on May 3, 1848and at that
time included pupils from sections 2 and 11, the west half of
sections 1 and 12, the greater part of sections 13, and 14, and a
part of section 10.The original school was made of brick, and in
1880it was estimated to be worth $1,000.Mr. Bristol tells about a
brick factory that used to be loca ted on the corner of White Lake
Road and Denton Hill Road, and this was probably the source of
the brick. The building that now stands is definitely wood frame
so we thought that the 1880History Book was wrong, but in
searching through the school records we found in the Annual
Report of the School Inspectors for 1910 that the District 8
school had burned that year. In the 1911report we found the
amount of $871.98for the cost of a new building. This solved the
puzzle! This school was known as the "Denton School" named
after the DeWitt Denton family. The present owners are the
Orville Elkins, Jr. family.

Cranston School in 1909-Teacher Katherine Clinton. Front row: Lillian
Robinson, Gertrude Wolverton, Don White, Lavern Cranston, Ernest. Cranston,
Earl Soper. Back row: Beulah McGraw, Anna Love, May Wolvert()~, Ida
Cranston, John Hoffman, Harold White, Warren Soper.
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Jackson School in 1919. Front row: Clarence Morton, Elizabeth Wolverton,
George Slicker, Back row: Everett Wolverton, Viola Bartel, Teresa Hogan,
Teacher Ida Cranston (Wolverton), Harold Bartel, Lillian Bartel, Theodora
Trollman, Naomi Becker.

Jackson School-Boys in back row left to right: Bert Morton. Burton Street,
Fralll~ Farnham, Tom Cox. Bob Farnham. Front: James Hogan. Ravmond
S·itmmer. David Wilds. Myron Davis, Allen Dunton. John Pitts. Tea~her is
Maggi» Farnham. Girls. left to right: The Callaghan girls who are dressed alike,
Ella Canfield. [no Str(!I?~. t wo Vy'i;(is gir·is. ;\lTyrtie Drr v is , 1\110.,.\ T'ro'Lrn a n (oac a of
dngi Lulu Whitn!:'y. Lottie Pitts. AIlr<ic Troli m an.
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Fowlerville-The Early Days· Page 17

The Fowlerville Fair has .long been an institution o~
o~ the surrOunding COIIIJJUIli.ty.Started in 1887, it has
served as a showcase ~or local products and services

and also as a place ~or ~olks to get together, visit,
and have t\m for- five, going on six generations.

-!1:-

Fowlerville Fair made
1st appearance in '87
The f'irst Fowlerville Fair was staged in 1881, at

its present location, and has been held every year
since. -

The .first fairs were held in the ~a1l, serving as a
harvest festival, along with having harness racing,
ball townaments, and other entertainments. After a
good manyyears it switched its dates to July.

Here are somereports on those earlier f'airs.

•1887- The large and COIIIIlOdiousbuildings which have
been in process of erection at the fairgrounds by the
agricultural society are new completed and present a
.fine appearance.

A very large number of entries have already been
made and there can be no doubt that, with anything
like ran- weather, the rarst annual exhibition of the
Fowlerville Agricultural Society will prove an abun-
dant success.

A baseball tournament has been arranged for. The
speed program contains some large purses. The price
of the family ticket has been placed at only $1 which
admits a mari, his wife, unmarried children under 21
years of age and a team as often as presented during
the days of the fair.

F•G. Rounsville is president and George AdaD:s
secretary of the board.

•

It was reported that the ~irst annual exhibition
was held on grounds leased for that purpose on 'lUes-
day, Wednesday,Thursday, and Friday o.f last week and
in every way can be pronounced a great success. The
attendance on Wednesday was very near 5,000. The
noral hall is a building 30 by 60 and _14 f'eet high
and was literally packed. Enough was stowed away _to
fill tl«> such buildings and it presented a magnificent
sight. •

1896- or .couese you are all making preparations to
attend the fair at Fowlerville on October 6, 7, 8,
and 9. Secretary Carr said that entries are already
being made'in several departments and that the pros-
pects f'or the largest fair yet held are very flatter-
ing at the present time. •

It was reported as a follow-up that. the weather has
extended the icy mitt to the Fowlerville Agricultural
Society this year and the small crowd stood around on
Wednesdayand shivered and_tried to smile· and accept
the situation with as good grace as. possible. On
Thursday, though, the sun came out and a large crowd
cameon the grounds for the events •

•
1905- The attendance at the Fowlerville Fair has

increased in numbers each year until last year the
sale of family tickets reached 1030 and it was thought
that would certainly be the limit, but this year also
proved to have been another record breaker. The
number reached 1294 t or 264 more than the sale of
last year.

To many people the Fowlerville Fair has become a
sort of homegathering time for those who have ever
11ved here in the past and also for those having
friends living here. They make it the time of the
regular annual visit, and one could meet acquaintances
from nearly all the villages surrounding Fowlerville
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Start Now

Ok, you've decided to do your family history. Where do you start?
If you start with yourself, you will get your side of the family. If

you start with your children, you will end up with both sides, your
and your spouse's side, kind of a two for one. If you go the latter

route, list your children and their vital dates, birth, baptism,
marriage, and everything you feel is important, etc. Next ones in
line are you and your spouse, same information is listed. Now it
becomes necessary to determine who all is to be included in the

family history. You and your spouse have siblings, their aunts and
uncles, who also have children. Now you say to yourself, "Do I

include uncle Bill or aunt Betty?" . Of course you say, I really like
them. How about cousin George and cousin Donna, hey, they are

fun, let's included them too. You have just set a precedence,
because you should now include all of your aunts, uncles, and

cousins as you go back in time and generations. Oh, Oh, you have
a large family and the box is getting full of papers. You have them
in folders, BUT they are getting out of order. Here is the time you

have to decide on which computer program you are going to use, to
keep track of everyone. Check with different people who have and
are using programs for their family history and decide which one
fits your family. My standard is, if you are expecting more than

100 people in your family history, then keep all of them on a
genealogy program. It will keep them organized, easily retractable,

and relieve you of a breakdown and anxiety. As you enter your
information onto that program, make a backup often, it will keep
you from having to go through the whole process all over again,
after the computer has crashed. Now you are ready to put it into

second gear.
Then the children's grand-parents, they get the same treatment.

Followed by the next 25 generations, and by that time you will be
so addicted, you won't be able to stop. Seriously, what you will

find, are those people in your family that you will now look at as
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special people. Maybe it was what they accomplished in founding
a community, or maybe in war time, or maybe only the fact that
they cleared the land, stayed there long enough to raise a family
along with grandchildren plus. It could even be that they moved
back to the place they had come from, to retire and live out their
life. Maybe you find that newspaper article of them celebrating
their 71st anniversary, along with a recitation of their life in the

wilderness, the children having deer as pets, and dealing with the
Indians from time to time, becoming friends with them and helping

each other with life in the wilderness.
Now, where are we going to find all of this information relating to

the family? First you catch ALL of your elder family and ask
questions of who, when, where, what, occurred at that time. This is
all part of building that family history. Who are you referring to?
Where did they live and what did they do in that time frame? Are

there any photos, articles, or documents?
As I indicated, You are building your family and accuracy is of the

utmost importance. The verbal history one needs to keep as
opinion in some cases, as your aunt Marge may not have the same

opinion of your aunt Tilly as other people in the family, so the
verbal reports may be tainted in one's favor. Kind of like "Buyer be

ware".
Then you go to the civil documentation that is available. The

library or archive where they lived is a good start, not just the local
libraries, but also the county or state libraries can hold much

information. The Federal or State census of the various dates can
locate where they lived, what they did, who was in the family,

where did they come from. The documentation becomes important
to obtain as much of primary documentation as possible. That is a

document written at the time of the event. Mention in books or
transcriptions are secondary documentation.

To be continued.
Finish - never

goal



Membership & dues
Payable and send to: -18-
LIVINGSTON COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
PO BOX 1073, HOWELL, MI, 48843-1073

Please print
(circle) Mr,Mrs,Ms, _

Maiden name of married woman _

Street _

City State ~Zipcode +4. _

Telephone ( ) ----'Date ---CEmail _

Other surnames ofinterest. _
Dues: Individual- $15.00 -1 year, $27.00 - 2 years, $60.00 - 5 years

Family - $20.00 - 1 year, $35.00 - 2 years, $70.00 - 5 years

-----_._._-_ ..- -------~-----.

Research Service

Please remember our research service initiated in the previous
issue. The Society is offering to search the "1890 Residents of

Livingston County, MI", and the "Early Land Owners and Settlers
1828-1870s" (Livingston County, MI) published by the Livingston

County Genealogical Society.
The cost is $5 per name per source. Send your requests to:

LCGS, attn: Query Chair, PO Box 1073, Howell, MI 48836

Pioneer Certificates

.As a consequence of the celebration of the 10th anniversary of the establishment of the Livingston
County Genealogical Society, the membership decided to offer Pioneer Certificates to eligible persons
directly descended from a Livingston County resident of 1880 or earlier. The completed certificates
will be suitable for framing.

ELIGIBILITY: To qualify for a Pioneer Certificate, the applicant must directly descend from an
ancestor who resided in Livingston County prior to December 31, 1880. The applicant must be able to
prove descent from the ancestor (male or female) by an official record or records for each generation,
including proof for the applicant. Current Livingston County residency is not necessary. Eligibility
shall be determined by a committee appointed by the Livingston County Genealogical Society. The
committee's decision shall be final.

Each application and photocopied proof of descent, along with a $7.50 check or money order payable
to the Livingston County Genealogical Society (LCGS), should be mailed to: Pioneer Certificate
Project, LCGS; PO Box 1073; Howell, MI 48844-1073.
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Livingston County Genealogical Society Publications for Sale:

LIVINGSTON COUNTY CEMETERY RECORDS:
Fleming Cemetery Records, Howell Twp, tombstones, Index, 19 p $ 5.00
Greenwood & Mount Olivet Cemeteries, Fowlerville, tombstones,

burial records, Index, 393 p 22.00
Iosco Township Cemeteries, tombstones from Eisele Catholic, Munsell,

Wright, Loree cemeteries, Index, 66 p 9.00
Mt. Olivet Cemetery, St. Joseph Parish, Howell, tombstones,

church bnrial records, Index, 62 p 7.00
Unadilla Township Cemeteries, tombstones from Plainfield, Williamsville,

Wright's Chapel (Hartford, Lewis), Livermore, History of Plainfield cemetery,
Index, 66 p 9.00

United Brethren and Benjamin Cemeteries, Conway Twp, Index, 27 p 5.00
Lakeview Cemetery's New Division, tombstones, burial records, index, 119p 16.00

Naturalization Records, Livingston County, MI, Journal of Court 1847-1851, 19 p 5.00
Index of Probate Records Livingston County Michigan, 1838-1888 6.00
Genealogical References in Livingston County Libraries , 10.00
A Guide to research ,. . 1.00
First Land Owners, Livingston County, Michigan, Index, 185 p 16.50
Early Land Owners & Settlers of Livingston County 1828-1870

3 hole punched (ready for notebook), 868 p 55.00
Index to the Five Generation Ancestor Charts, LCGS member charts, 32 p 10.00
Bicentennial History of Pinckney, Michigan 14.00
Pinckney Pathways, reprint of articles from the Pinckney Dispatch, Indexed.

Volume 1: 1883-1905 OUT OF PRINT
Volume 2: 1905-1927 ,..................•.. ; ; 12.00
Volume 3: 1927-1958 12.00

LIVINGSTON COUNTY CENSUS:
1840 Federal Census, Indexed, 51 p 6.00
1850 Federal Census, Indexed, 302 p 25.00
1860 Federal Census & Mortality Schedule, Indexed, 308 p 32.00
1870 Federal Census & Mortality Schedule, Indexed, 348 p 32.00
1880 Federal Census & Mortality Schedule, Indexed, 407 p 40.00
1890 Residents of Livingston County. in alphabetical order.

3 hole punched (ready for notebook) 964 p , 75.00
(please circle selections, price includes shipping and handling
within the continental United States only. Price is in U.S. dollars.) TOTAL $

Name: ----------------------------------------------------------
Address: --~----------------------------------------------------

Phone: --------------------------------
Send check or money order to:
(sorry no credit card sales)

Livingston County Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 1073
Howell, MI 48844-1073

Qty Price



Livingston County Genealogical Society
POBox 1073
Howell, MI, 48844-1073

March 7
2013
April 4
2013
May 2, 2013

Upcoming Program
Irish, before 1860
John & Becky Bell
The Voyagers of New France
Dakota Starr
Annual Meeting

Objectives of the Society
To encourage and assist in the study of family history.

To promote the exchange of knowledge,
To encourage the deposit of genealogical records.

To preserve and make available for research,
the records of our ancestors.

To cooperate with other genealogical and historical societies.
To publish materials of interest and of use to genealogists.

*****************************************************
Mentoring help is available at these times and locations.

Howell Carnegie Library Archives: open Wed, Fri, Sat, 1-5 pm.
Milt Charboneau, George Winegar,

Family History Center, at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints on Grand River in Howell, open Tue, Thu, lOam-9:30pm,

Sat lOam - 2pm
The LCGS library resources at present are with the Brighton Twp

Library, in the Michigan Room.


