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"lv.IEMBERSHIP- Anyone interested in
genealogy may become a member oftbe
Livingston County Genealogical Society,. "
To .Join, use the membership form in the
newsletter, website, or secured at the
meeting to submit your dues and
membership information. New Members
will receive a Membership Packet.
***********************************
MEETINGS - Meetings are held on the
first Thursday of every month, except
when conflicting with a holiday. The
business meeting shall begin at 7pm, a
break for refreshments prior to the
scheduled program for the evening.
***********************************
QUERIES - Queries are accepted and
published from members and non-
members. A query needs to have a
connection to Livingston County, may be
E-mailed but must include a postal
address. Donations. to support the
research for the query, the society
projects and volunteers are encouraged.
Query address is
Query Chairperson, LCGS Newsletter

" PO Box 1073,Howell, MI, 48844-1073
or email to-milcgs@hotmail.com.
***********************************
The Livingston County Genealogical
Society Newsletter is published quarterly
in .June, September, December, and
March. Articles for publication are due
by the first day of the month prior to
scheduled publication month. The LCGS,
the Newsletter editor, and the staff do not
assume responsibility for error of fact or
judgment on the part of the contributors,
but established errors win be corrected at
the earliest opportunity.
***********************************
The drawing of the Livingston County
Court House used in the LeGS logo was
done by Mr Edward B Francis and is
used with permission of Mr Francis and
the Livingston County Historical
Committee.
***********************************
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President's Message

This year it seems we have been pulling to break records, and not the vinyl
type. Record snows, record cold temperatures, and now we may have to

swim out of summer. Well, summer is a question mark too. Dissatisfaction
over the wheather doesn't get you anywhere, so we'll just accept it and go

on, as did the people in 1850 Livingston County.
At that time most of the people, at least the heads of household had been

born elsewhere. In fact only 8 heads of household listed their place of birth
to be Michigan. All others had come here from the east. There wasn't a

township in the county that didn't have at least 60% of New Yorkers, 1318
of them in fact, with Ireland coming in a distant second with 193. The Irish
headed mostly to Deerfield, Green Oak,Hartland, Oceola" Hamburg, and

Putnam townships. The English centered in Unadilla and Marion townships,
the Germans in Brighton and Genoa townships. In comparison to the New

Yorkers, there really was no a large concentration of other states
represented, Massachusets had small numbers in Putnam, Marion, and

Brighton townships, and Howell and Hartland had a number from
Connecticut.

Let's plan the next trip or vacation to those lands of the ancestors.
Being there can be very rewarding, not just in finding the places where the
ancestors lived and died, but also stories of them. Familiarize your selfwith
possible archives, museums, historical societies, cemeteries, and historical
places to head to. What can be learned at each place? Take many photos.

These will now be your rememberances to tell your families about.
Afterall, should it not be your turn to get out the slides, scratch that, the I
pads to show where you have been and this is a picture of your 5th great
grandfather's tombstone. You will impress that 15 year old and you will
know for sure when they reply to your accomplishment with the standard

reply of
"What ever"

Guenter Loepertz
President



Historic Fowlerville tornado dornoqes 250 buildings
By Candy Spiegel ILivingston Life

On the afternoon of May 15, 19Q9, a
tornado struck Fowlerville.

"The cyclone wearing the earmarks'
of western brand=had no respect of
individual, corporation, place or .
denomination -screwed itself up just
west of town and jumped in with both
feet, leaving destruction in its wake,"
recorded one Fowlerville newspaper.

By the time the wind, rain and hail
left the area, about 250 homes, barns
and businesses were damaged and
several were destroyed. Although
many residents were injured, no one
WaS killed during the storm.

Interestingly, one freight car parked
near the depot was destroyed,but its
contents, a carload of lambs, were
uninjured. . .

The tornado began southwest of
Fowlerville, near Van Buren and
Gregory roads. Lifting and dropping
randomly along theway, the.eyclone .
headed northeast through the village
of Fowlerville, causing considerable
damage where the railroad tracks
cross Grand Avenue, at the comer of
Maple and Church' streets, and at the
cemetery west of the village. The
storm finally ended near Owosso and
Sharp roads, northwest of town.' .

~'

Clara Bris~oIand her doughter were home with the tornado struck. They, and their furnishings, were yonked from the house, corried for more than 15
yards end then deposited with many bruises. . .
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This barn was the final
victim of the twister.•
Owned by Richard
Reyhl, it was located
near Owosso and
Sharp roads.
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Photos courtesy of HOWEll AREA ARCHIVES

One casualty was the original·SI. Agnes Catholic Church, at the corner of Church and Maple
streets. The roof and ihe bock section of the building were destroyed. leaving only the ohor and
cross standing. Fortunately. the men who were inside were able to run aut the front of the church as
the bock walls collapsed. escaping injury. following the storm, a new church was built at Second
and Church streets. .

16· LIVINGSTON EXPERIENCE • Wednesday. June 22. 2011

The RounsvilleGrain Elevator. or what's left of ii, is picfured on the left side of this photo. The Burkhart
Elevator is the large building in the photo. It burned in 1960. Both were located near the depot,
where the railroad tracks cross South Grand Avenue. F. G, Rounsvilleand Iwo of his employees were
inside the grain elevator when the to~nado lifted' the roof off the building and threw it info the Pere
Marquetfe Depot. All jhree sustoined culs and bruises from the flying debris.
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Another view of the destruction along
the railroad tracks shows townspeo-
ple assisting with the clean-up.

According to a newspaper article, the
minute the storm passed, residents . .
headed out 10 view the damage and
to help their neighbors ..

·Work began immediately, despite
the fact the weather was still threaten-
ing. The job of removing the grain
from the destroyed elevator of EG.
Rounsvilleand the temporary .potching
up of partially destroyed roofs of .
houses with canvas and boards end
the nailing up of windows with
boards. continued vigorously until all
were os comfortable as they equid be
made temporarily. II
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Super Market from 1942
Posted by Dick Halsey on 13 August 2014, 5:05 am

My dad, Lawrence Halsey, started

working for the grocery store chain, Market Basket, after he graduated from high school in 1933. He

started as a clerk, then got promoted to assistant manager and then manager, Even as a manager,

they would transfer him every couple of years to a bigger store.The picture has dad standing on the

left behind the produce corner in first super market that the Market Basket had in Oneonta, NY.

Before this time, grocery stores had most items behind a counter and you had to ask a clerk to

hand you each item. One of the things that helped the change was the invention of the shopping

cart in 1938. Notice a couple of carts in the lower right ofthe picture. Grocery stores soon learned

that people would end up buying more by being able to pick up items using carts. It would be many

more years before the meat would be per-packaged.

Besides this picture I have 2 more from the same day of the inside of the store and one outside.

There are lots of signs with prices that I can read. While you check out these low prices, think about

the fact that my father was making about $45 per week in 1942. So you have to make a a price

comparison based on the cost of living at that time.
-- --------------- --- --_._-----_._--_. __ ..------- --- ----_.---- - - ----
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- Milk -12 cents per qt.

- Kraft cheese - 2 Ib box for 49 cents

-NY State mild cheese - 21 cents per lb.

- Eggs - 27 cents per dozen

- Butter - 29 cents per lb.

- Soup - 3 cans for 25 cents

- Salad dressing - 25 cents per qt.

- Sliced bacon -19 cents per lb.

• Steak - 25 and 29 cents per lb.

• Leg of lamb - 29 cents per lb.

• Veal cutlet - 39 cents per lb.

- Pork steak -19 cents per lb.

• Pork sausage - 2 Ibs for 25 cents

• Roast beef - 29 cents per lb.

- Jello - 3 for 14 cents

- Crackers - 2 lb. box for 17 cents

• Catsup - 3 for 10 cents

• Hot cross buns -16 cents per dozen

• Fresh spinach - 2 Ibs for 15 cents

• Iceberg lettuce - 2 for 15 cents

- California Sunkist oranges - 27 cents per dozen

• Florida oranges - 29 cents per dozen

- Cauliflower - 23 cents

- Carrots - 3 bunches for 15 cents

- Fresh tender asparagus -10 per bunch

• Spinach - 2 Ibs for 15 cents

- Bananas - 4 Ibs for 25 cents

- Baldwin apples -10 Ibs for 25 cents

• Mcintosh apples - 6 Ibs for 25 cents

--------------------------------------------------------------- ..-- ------------ - ----------------- ------------ ------
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Land Owners and Settlers of Livingston Co., Michigan

JEWELL, Alfred, buys land in Sec. 29. Gree~ Oak, SW-NW, & Sec. 30, SE-NE, July 17, 1839, of
Massechusetts. No transfer.? .1

Calvin P., .bUYS land in Sec. 18,Mari01P-NE, Jan. 3, 1876,of Hector. Schuyler cs, New York.
Owns in 1880. of??
George, buys land in Sec. 18,Marion, .p-NE, Aug. 8, 1837.ofLiv. Co., Mich. No transfer.?
John W., buys land in Sec. 24, IOSCO'~' -NW, Nov. 17,1847, of same. No transfer. In census of
Iosco, 1860. (this land listed for George W. JEWELL)
William J., buys land in Sec. 24, loseo Ep-SW. & SW-SW, Oct. 29, 1845,ofLiv. Co., Mich, &

__._.. il!J~4~,oflosco. Sell to Deborah JE LL, in 1877,of? In census of Iosco, 1850,& 1860.------7 ----, --J- --- -- --- ...~-------,. -r ... , - ----, ...---~ .;::,;.------. ~ .._.....3. -.!..~--. -...
KUHN, Ellen M•., sells land in Sec. 27, losco, E, -NE, in 1869,of Bath, Clinton Co., Mich.

Leonard D., wife Nancy, buy land in S~c. 23. Iosco, SE-SW, May 9,1853, or tosco, Sell in 1858,
of Liv. Co., Mich. In census of Iosco, 1860.
Martin.E; buys land in Sec. 27. losc Ep-NE, Oct 1, 1854, of same. Buys land in Sec. 26,
Iosco, Wp-NE, June 22. 1862, of same. Sell this to Simon KUHN, in 1866, of? Deceased by
1865,oflosco. Heirs sell land in 1869, losco. In census oflosco, 1850as COON, & 1860.
Mary Ellen, sells land in Sec. 27, Iosc , Ep-NE, in 1867, of ?(a minor, with Ellen KUHN, as
guardian)
Peter J., wife Sarah, buys land in ec. 26, Iosco, SE-NW, & Wp-NE, Oct. 27,. 1836, of
Washtenaw Co., Mich. Sell to Martin ~~'-'''''''''''in 1862, & in 1870, of Iosco. In census of Iosco,
1850as COON, & 1860. Made a will, . 9, 1870, to sons, Leonard R., William H., Simion P.
KUHN, & daughter Elizabeth KUHN.
Simon P., buys land in Sec. 34, Iosco, p-NW, Mar. 14,1851,pf ?? Buys land in Sec. 26, Iosco,
Wp-NE, Mar. 22, 1866,of same. Owns ost in 1880. In census oflosco, 1850as COON, & 1860.
William H., buys land in Sec. 27, Wp-&W.Nov. 7. 1853. of same. Buys land ~ Sec. 2~. Iosco,
Ep-NE, Mar. 31, 1865, oflosco. Deceased by 1882,of Deerfield, Mecosta Co., Mich. Herrs were
Martha M, Dennis W., Resco W., Elda A., KUHN, & Linda H. HUTSON, Mecha A.
mrrSON. Sarah H. LAMBORN. In census oflosco, 1850,& 1860.

. WOODEN, Henry, wife Sarah L., buys land in Sec. 5, Iosco, SW-NW, & Wp-SE, June 28, 1848, ofLiv.
Co., Mich. Buys land in Sec. 10,Iosco, Wp-NW, Aug. 7, 1849,of 1. Sells in 1851,of Iosco. Buys
land in Sec. 4, Iosco, Sp-NW, June 15,1851,of same. Sell in 1867, , & 1871,of same. In census of
Iosco, 1850, & 1860. .
James, wife Lydia, buy land in Sec. 4, Iosco, Sp-NW, Mar. 20, 1863, ofsame. Sell in 1867,of
same. Buys land in Sec. 5, Iosco, Wp-SE, June IS, 1867, of same. Owns in 1880, of Iosco. In
census oflosco, 1850.
William, wife Hannah, buy land in Sec. 5, Iosco, Wp-SE, ApI. 7, 1846, ofReciford, Wayne Co.,
Mich. Is of Iosco, 1851. Sell land in 1856,& 1865,of same. In census of Iosco, 1850,& 1860.

.. ... ,."- - .. ".-.- ..



WILLlA~1 H. KUIDI.

WILLIAM H. KUHN
was born in Livingston Co.,~. Y.,Jan. 30,1822. He
came to Iosco in the spring of 1837 with his father,
Peter J.Kuhn, who was a man of limited means, and
had a family of eight children,-four sons and four

. daughters, They were among the earliest settlers
in the town, and their success may be attributed to
their industry and good management ; as the boys
grew up to manhood they sought homes for them-
selves.

April 12, 1846, ,;Yjlliam H. Kuhn was married
to Miss Martha Wilson, daughter of Warren Wil-
son, who came from Vermont and settled :n White
Oak, Ingham Co., about 1838. In the summer
of 1846. Mr. Kuhn purchased eighty acres of land,
of which there were a few acres cleared, but no
buildings. Making a small payment, and working
out as best he could to get money for the other
payments and the necessaries of life, it was two
years before he was enabled to build a log house,
and then it was of the rudest kind. But by per-
sistent energy the improvements were made and
other lands added. until a fine farm is the result
The log house was deemed too small and ineonve-

James Wooden was born in Waterloo, N. Y.,
April 8, 1823. He came to Iosco with only one
hundred dollars; and purchased a piece of wild
land. He" had cleared a few acres and built a log
house when he married Lydia C. Hart, in January,
1854. His location on section S was covered with
heavy timber,which .required years of labor to
remove, and render the land available for tillage.
With energy and industry, this farm was developed.
into one of the finest in the county.e--ernbracing
three hundred and sixty acres, with large improve-
ments, spacious buildings. and pleasant surround-
ings,-a view of which may be seen among the
Ioseo illustrations,

WILLIAM J. JEWELL
was born in Warren Co., N. J. Nov. 19. 1818.
His parents died when he was young, leaving him
without means or protection. He was reared
among strangers. When twenty-two years of age
he came to Hillsdale Co., Mich., where he worked
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MRS. WILUAM H. KUHN.

nient; a new and substantial residence was planned
and all preparations made to build. when Mr. Kuhn
was taken sick. and died May 28, 1871, leaving a
wife and eight chiIdren,-four sons and four daugh-
ters. The entire responsibility of the family and
of the farm fell upon the mother, who bas cour-
ageously discharged her trust, The house has
been completed according to the original plan, the
farm has been carried on, and the affairs of the
family so conducted as to reflect great credit upon
the mother and the children, wJw co-operate with
her. Mr. and Mrs. Kuhn were members of the
Protestant Methodist Church, in which he was a
class-leader for several years.

JAMES WOODEN
ranks among the enterprising men of Iosco who
have contributed towards the development and
improvement of Livingston County. His father,
William Wooden. was a farmer in Waterloo, N. Y.,
who subsequently came to Iosco, cleared up a
farm on section 5. where he died in December.
1876, in his seventy-seventh year.

by the month for two years, from the wages of
which labor he saved three hundred dollars. He
then came to Ioseo and purchased eighty acres of
land, where he now lives. This was in [842.
February J7th of that year he was married to
Delilah Smith, daughter of Robert Smith. who
came from Cortland Co., N. Y .•and settled in Ing-
ham County, where he died at the age of seventy-
six years.

Soon after Mr. Jewell was married he built a
rude log house. Being almost destitute of means,
the early improvements were made only by the
greatest exertion; the progress although slow, has
been sure. The original eighty acres has ex-

"panded to one hundred and sixty, with large and
commodious buildings, and" with such surround-
ings as indicate an abundance of this world's
goods.

Mr. Jewell has been the father of two children,
-a daughter, who died when fourteen years of
age, and a son, Fobes c.. who was born June
10.1864.
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Land Owners and Settlers of Livingston County

STOW, Anson A., buys land in Sec. 18, Iosco, Wp~SE, July 7, 1866, of? Sells in 1860?, of same. In
census of Iosco, 1850, & 1860.
Asahel, buys land in Sec. 19, Iosco, SEq, Nov. 8, 1836, of Liv. Co., Mich. Sold in 1866 by Asel
STOW, of?
AseI, wife Launa, buy land in Sec. 27, Iosco, NWq, & Sec. 28, Ep~NE, & Sec. 30, NWq, Nov. 8,
1836, of 1. Is of Iosco in 1844. Sells Sec. 27, & 28, in 1849, of Iosco, & Sec. 30, to Seth C.
STOW, in 1866, of? Buys land in Sec. 18, Iosco,Ne-8E, & Wp-SE, Feb. 4, 1854, of same. Sells

to Isaac STOW, in 1866. Was deceased by 1861, ofIosco. In census ofIosco, 1840, 1850, & 1860.
(heirs' were Isaac, Anson A., Seth C., & Olive STOW)

STOW, Bethsheba, sells land in Sec. 29, Conway, Wp~NW, Jan. 25, 1866, of?
David L., wife Patty Ann, buy land in Sec. 19, Conway, Ep-NE, July 3, & Sec. 30, NEq, & S\V~
July 12, 1855, (done in New York, N.Y.) Sells most in 1856, of Howell, & some to EIDJIta
STOW, in 1857. Buy lot #31, & other, Thompson Add, Howelll village, Mar. 24, 1856, of·
Howell. Made will, May 2,1857, age 56, to youngest daughter, Emma Jane STOW, and Probate
June 16,1857. Family in village of Howell, 1862. Sell land in 1869, of Croten Falls, Westchester .
Co., New York. (were ofCavina, Livingston Co. N.Y, in 1855) Listed also as STOWE.
Emma Jane, buys land in Sec. 30, Conway, SEq, May 2,1857, of Howell. Owns in 1880, of ",
(becomes Mrs. BALDWIN)
George W., found in census of Handy, 1860, - New York
George W., wife Susan A., buys land in Sec. 30, Conway, Sp-SE, Oct. 27, 1856, of same. Buys,
land in Sec. 29, Conway, Wp-NW, Jan. 10, 1857, of same. Sells Sec. 30, in 1863, of Handy, &.
Sec. 29, in 1866, of?
Isaac, wife Ruhannah, buy land in Sec. 26, losco, Ep-SW, & Sec. 34, Ep-SW, June 11,1853, of
same. Sells Sec. 26, & 34, in 1855, of same. Buys land in SEc. 19, Iosco, Wp-NE, Nov. 4, 1854,
of? Sells same year, of Iosco. Buys land in Sec. 18, Iosco, NE-SE, & Sec. 26, Ep-SW, July 7.
1866, of? In census ofIosco, 1850. Family owns in 1880, ofIosco.
Isaac L.,buys land in Sec. 9, Howell, Wp-SW, Feb. 25, 1854, of Sodus, Wayne Co., New York.
Isaac R, buys land in Sec. 9, Howell, Wp-SW, Oct. 16, 1835, of Ontario Co., New York. Sells in
1838, of S. Bristol, Ontaro Co., New York. Deceased by 1854, of there. Heirs were James K
SlSTON, wife Almeda, Lester F. WHEATON, wife Phebe, William F. & Eliza A. STOW.
Olive L., buys land in Sec. 19, Iosco, SEq, July 7, 1866, of 7. Sells in 1868, .of 7. In census of
losco, 1850. (become Mrs. James Gray by 1868.
Seth c., wife Nancy, buy land in Sec. 30, Iosco, NWq, July 7,1866, of? Sells in 1872, of same.
In census of Iosco, 1850, & 1860. -
Stephen, found in census of Unadilla: 1850, b- Michigan.
Susan A., sells land in Sec. 29, Conway, Wp-NW, in 1866, of?
William Purdy, wife Barsheba B., buy land in Sec. 30, Conway, NEq, Oct. 20, 1856, of same.
Sells in 1858, of?, & 1866, of Conway. Buys land in Sec. 29, Conway, Wp-NW, Jan. 10, 1857, of
same. Sell this also in 1866, of Conway.
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lUANA STOW

one of the early pioneers of Livingston County, was born Nov. 30, 1807. Her
parents, Calvin and Elizabeth Wilson, emigrated from the State of
Massachusetts to Vermont in 1785, about six years before the admission of
that State as the fourteenth member of the Union. But little is known of her
early ancestors, except that they emigrated from Ireland at a very early period
i~ the history of this country, and that they were Protestant in their religious
views.

Mrs. Stow was the sixth and youngest child of the family, and was married in
! November, 1829, to Asel Stow. She resided in the vicinity of her birthplace
.until September, 1836, when, with her husband and family of two children, she
removed to Livingston Co., Mich. At this time the country was new, and its
forests unblemished by the march of industry and civilization. Mrs. Stow,

,reared in a home of plenty, felt keenly the loss of the many privileges deemed
indispensable in older communities. In the summer of 1838, and again 1856,

.she visited her former home and friends in New England.

Of a family of six children four only survive, three sons and one daughter.
Her husband, Asel Stow, died in August, 1854, aged fifty-two years. He was a
robust, energetic, and determined man, and seemed especially fitted for
pioneer life. A man of more than ordinary business talent, he became
influential in public affaire, and filled many of the responsible township offices.

Mrs. Stow still resides at her old home with her second son, Anson A. Stow.
An exemplary Christian and devoted mother, she, in her declining years, is
surrounded with plenty and many loving friends.
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HON. ISAAC STOW

eld,est-~fand luana St.ow, was born on the 10th day of December,
·1830. in Weybridge, Addison Co., Vt. In the autumn of 1836 he emigrated with
I his parents into the western part of Livingston Co., Mich., then an unbroken
I wilderness, inhabited only by the red man and wild beasts of the forests. The
:family, accompanied by Seth G. Wilson and wife, after a tedious journey by
canal and lake, arrived at Detroit about the middle of September. Here they

.were soon joined by Nathan Jones and family, an uncle who had driven his
father's team overland from the State of Vermont, and made their way, over
roads that to other than the indomitable pioneer would have appeared simply
impassable, to their future homes on the very borders of civilization. To relate
the thrilling incidents and severe trials of Mr. Stow's early pioneer life would
prolong this sketch beyond its allotted bounds; we will, therefore, only add
that he continued to reside with his parents during his minority in the township
where they first settled, since known as losco, assisting in making from the
unsubdued wilds of nature what in time became a home of plenty, and where
his aged Mother still resides.

At an early age Mr. Stow exhibited those studious traits of character which
have since made him a man of position and influence in the community where
he resides, and a valuable aid in the development of a new country.

Before leaving New England he had attained to more than ordinary
proflctency in his studies for one of his age (not yet six years); but for several
years after his arrival in Michigan he enjoyed very limited educational
advantages, schools being few and usually of an inferior type. However,
during his boyhood he was a constant student, giving his spare moments to
study,--often carrying text-books with him while laboring in his father's fields.
At the age of sixteen, mostly by his own unaided efforts, he had mastered
those branches usually taught in the high schools and academies of the
country, and became a successful teacher. At the age of eighteen he became
a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. His correct deportment and
studious habits won him many friends, and prepared him well for life's earnest
work.

After reaching his majority he began business on a new farm in the
township of White Oak, Ingham Co., of which, at the expiration of one year,
267. he disposed, and at the earnest solicitation of his uncle and aunt, Mr. and
Mrs. Seth G. Wilson, who were child less,-resided with them about two years.
Here he purchased one hundred and sixty acres of land adjoining that
received from his uncle, making a fine estate of two hundred and eighty acres.
In November, 1853, he was married to Miss Ruhamah Palmer, ofWashtenaw

- Co., Mich., who still lives, a devoted wife and mother, and a useful member of
society.

On the death of his father, which occurred in August, 1854, he yielded to the
tearful entreaties of his mother and returned to the old homestead, taking
charge of the estate, of which he was soon after made administrator. Here he
remained until his younger brothers arrived at manhood, when he purchased a
tract of land not far distant, of which, by industry and perseverance, he and
his enerqetlc companion have made a desirable home.
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The family, consisting of four sons and two daughters, three of whom have
attained their majority. still remain beneath the parental roof. They are well
advanced in scholastic attainments, of good deportment, and fitted to take
prominent positions in any community. Eugene A. now fills the office of
superintendent of schools with credit and honor to himself and his
constituents.

Mr. Stow, early in life, took a leading position in the public affairs of his
township, and during the Rebellion spent much time and money in filling the
several quotas of troops called for by government, and his liberality, when
acting officially in the care of the families of enlisted soldiers, was
unsuccessfully used to defeat him at the next election. He has given largely of
time and money to the support of the First Methodist Episcopal Church of
losco, and to the building of its neat and tasty church edifice. Although
affiliating with the political party usually in the minority. he now holds and has
filled the office of supervisor a large share of the time for the last fifteen years,
and has been prominent in the affairs of the county. In 1874 he was elected to
the legislature, and was a member of that body when that memorable and
closely-contested election of United States Senator occurred which ended in
the defeat of Hon. Zachariah Chandler and the election of Judge Christiancy.

Mr. Stow has good business qualifications, and with a mind more logical
than brilliant, seldom arrives at false conclusions, or fails to succeed in
whatever he attempts. He has many friends, and enjoys the proud satisfaction
of having largely assisted in laying the foundations of the material and

- religious prosperity of the community about him.

As a citizen, he contributes his full share in the defense of right and virtue,
and towards the suppression of vice and immorality in every form. In
sketching briefly the life thus far of such a man, we must conclude that,
however unpretending. it has been eminently useful. and that without men of
stout hearts and inflexible purpose the wilderness - the rude frontier--would
never be transformed into prosperous communities, where the heterogeneous
elements of pioneer life are changed and blended into beautiful harmony,
indicative of a much higher order of civilization.
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Start Now! part 7

Over the past year and a half, we have touched on Family sources (partl),
the census information (both federal and state in part 2), a little on

immigration and naturalization in part 3, published materials in books and
magazines in part 4, Newspapers in part 5, and travel in part 6.
Each has given us new materials and insights into our families.

Now, lets talk about a major source and influence into the Michigan culture,
specifically the Canadians, or more precise the French-Canadians.

They have had an impact in Michigan for many centuries, from the early
travelers, like Father Marquette and others, to the more recent visitors like

Cadillac, or maybe the Jacob family, or the Menard family, who migrated to
the south-eastern parts of Michigan and became entwined in the families of

the area. Why some even married Germans from Pennsylvania, who also
came to the general region. After all, Michigan was part of New France at

one time, so why not have those locals settle here and inter-marry.
Here is a good place to put in a major difference between those who

migrated to New France and those to New England. In New England a large
part of the migrants coming there were families, so they were more

interested in establishing themselves in communities of their own interest,
including religion. In New France the immigrant would be more of the

individual young man/woman, the women more what we would now call
professional, church or medicine oriented. The males were more of the

adventure type, the trappers, voyageurs, eager to even deal with the indians
in partnership, thus also came the inter-marriages with indians. This brought
about the "Metis" families, of mixed blood. The arrival of the three ships of

volunteer females from France know as the "King's Brides" brought the
male/female imbalance to another level, certainly not equal. As I mentioned
the females were volunteers, who probably saw little improvement in their

lot at home in France, and some of course were conscripted volunteers.
Their future in New France depended a lot on finding a provident husband,
or as some did, joined the monastery in orders that had established around

Montreal and Quebec. Most married rather quickly and raised families. The
important affaires were most always accompanied with documents written
up by a "notaire" notary. A lot was documented in that form, from married

aggreements to voyages contracted for, purchases of property, and of
course the law suits.

Getting back to Michigan and the French-Canadian families, they go back to
before Cadillac established the fort at Detroit, and after Detroit was
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established as the center of safety for settlers, strip farms became the norm
for the property, as everyone needed that access to the water to eventually
be able to transport their products to market. You could have a piece of

property as little as 50 ft wide, but two miles deep. Traders like John Askin
were active in the Detroit River region, and in the greater Michigan

Territory from 1747 until about 1820. The John Askin Papers, edited by
Milo Quaife brings an insight into commerce in the region from the mid

1700's to the early part of the 1800's. "Frontier Metropolis" by Brian Leigh
Dunnigan provides you with maps and people who had settled the region,
even censuses before the federal census. Father Dennison's works gives
you the families that came to the Detroit River Basin. Gtting back further
into French-Canada (Quebec), the work of Tan quay and Jette can take you

back to the immigrat from France, even in the early 1600's. Check with
libraries to find who has these books. The most likely place to find them is

at the Library of Michigan, as these are relatively expensive.
When you come across a French-Canadian in your family, that trip into the

family can be most rewarding, and don't hesitate to branch out to the
cousins, you may just be surprised by your findings. Some libraries have

major collections regarding French-Canadian heritage, in fact most
communities who are along the water's edge, will have been touched by the
French-Canadians. If you come up with that "dit" (pronounced dee) between

two last names, you have been blessed with French-Canadian heritage.
The "dit" really just means "also called" or "also known as". Sometimes that
makes it more interesting to follow the right name, but that too can be very

rewarding.
to be continued - goal

--- -------------

first'
Laag of 1Jetroit

THE STORY OF MARlE- TH~RESE GUYON,
MME CADILLAC

IWlEN EuZABE'JlI BUSH
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Pioneer Certificates

As a consequence of the celebration of the 10th anniversary of the establishment of the Livingston
County Genealogical Society, the membership decided to offer Pioneer Certificates to eligible persons
directly descended from a Livingston County resident of 1880 or earlier. The completed certificates
will be suitable for framing.

ELIGffiILITY: To qualify for a Pioneer Certificate, the applicant must directly descend from an
ancestor who resided in Livingston County prior to December 31, 1880. The applicant must be able to
prove descent from the ancestor (male or female) by an official record or records for each generation,
including proof for the applicant. Current Livingston County residency is not necessary. Eligibility
shall be determined by a committee appointed by the Livingston County Genealogical Society. The
committee's decision shall be final. .

Each application and photocopied proof of descent, along with a $7.50 check or money order payable
to the Livingston County Genealogical Society (LeGS), should be mailed to: Pioneer Certificate
Project, LCGS; PO Box 1073; Howell, MI 48844-1073.

------- ----_ .._.--------_.-- .-

Research Service

Please remember our research service initiated in the previous
issue. The Society is offering to search the "1890 Residents of

Livingston County, MI", and the "Early Land Owners and Settlers
1828-1870s" (Livingston County, Ml) published by the Livingston

County Genealogical Society.
The cost is $5 per name per source. Send your requests to:

LCGS, attn: Query Chair, PO Box 1073, Howell, MI 48836

Membership & dues
Payable and send to:
LIVINGSTON COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
PO BOX 1073, HOWELL, MI, 48843-1073

Please print
(circle) Mr. Mrs, Ms,, -...:..~ _

Maiden name of married woman.-------------------------
Strut. _

City ---:State:....- __ ~Zip code +4. _

Telephone ( ) ~DMe~ ~Emml~ _

~her surnames ofinterest~~ _
Dues: Individual - $15.00 - 1 year, $27.00 - 2 years. $60.00 - Syears

Family - $20.00 -1 year, $35.00 - 2 years,. $70.00 - 5 years
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Beginner Classes

Beginner classes will be held at the Brighton Library on
September 8, 15, and 22, from 1-3pm.

Topics for the dates are:
September 8 - Where do I beginn
September 15 - Take a vacation

September 22* - Modem technology
* The time has been extended until 4pm for use of computer

The sessions will be taught by our member
Lynn Van Nest.

YOUR ADVERTISEMENT
AND SUPPORT COULD

FILL TIDS PAGE.
Inclusion of your ad in four issues (1 year) for the donation of$ 25.00 to LeGS

MUTUAL TOOL & DESIGN CO.
A COMPLETE TOOLING SERVICE

2186 N. HICKORY RIDGERD. HIGHLAND. Ml48357

GUENTER LOEPERTZ
OWNER

(246) 529-6646
EST. 1971

1008 Meadowlark I.ane
Howell, Mi 48843

517·548-3172
Cell 810.423-E1301

Information Systems SpecIalist
Richard Jorgensen

emall: eamedaycomputerservice@comcast.net
" ... '.,--,--,-------

.•r:Histot!cal.B()hks~Maps Onli~~
, .·....;:tf~M~motia'lqb~.cO,ni "

Hundreas ofAnuq!iliiialllJoor&& l'vIaps _
incImijng the'.l895 US&'World Atlas . '1'

..L...iVl...-.·...n.:gs.•to...n.'.•.•.c. o::M~cm~an......•.••.•* chas.e C.onn.ty........•Ne...•bras.:·.•..IDi.:·'-...·, .'..www.Ll1oGenMI.com.: .... www.ChaseGeDNE;com ',.
:PamRietsch,i.<. .....d34)81~9121.....:-"

-G~n..C!J1Qgi~!~JIistorl8iJ' .:,.'."., 5881 Richardson Rd. '.
pam~memo~rary.com ¢~~eII, MI 48843-7451 ~



Livingston County Genealogical Society

POBox 1073

Howell, MI, 48844-1073

Upcoming Programs

September 4, 2014 John Coletta program

October 2, 2014 Red Cross memorabilia from WW2
( unconfirmed)
OpenNovember 6, 2014

Becember 4, 2014 Christmas dinner and party

Objectives of the Society
To encourage and assist in the study of family history.

To promote the exchange of knowledge,
to encourage the deposit of genealogical records.

To preserve and make available for research,
the records of our ancestors.

To cooperate with other Genealogical and historical societies.
To publish materials of interest and of use to genealogists.

*****************************************************
Mentoring help is available at these locations.

Please call or visit them for hours of operation.

Howell Carnegie Library Archives
314 W Grand River Ave, Howell

Family History Center at the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints

1041 W Grand River Ave, Howell

The LCGS library recourses at present are in the Brighton
Twp Library, 100 Library Dr, Brighton, in the Michigan Room.


